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HOD 2610: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND POLICIES 

Spring 2015 

   

Dr. James Curtis Fraser, Vanderbilt University,  

106 Home Economics Building  

Email: pavement@vanderbilt.edu  

Office Hours: by appointment 

 

Amie Thurber, MSW, Vanderbilt University 

 

Email: amie.thurber@vanderbilt.edu 

Office Hours: by appointment 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Integrating theories, practice, and experience, this course provides an introduction to the practical 

knowledge and skills needed to operate effectively in the broad field of urban community development. 

The course will explore how conceptions of justice and power inform community development goals 

and how social, political, and economic contexts shape community development work.  Further, the 

course will examine the roles of various community development actors, approaches and strategies in 

community development. Course materials will include case studies of key dimensions of community 

development, focusing on contexts of urban change in the United States. Students will develop a case 

study on a topic of their choice, incorporating course materials, independent research, and practice 

experience.  

COURSE GOALS 

By the end of this course, we hope you will be able to do the following:  

1.  Explain, in multiple ways, the drivers of community development (theoretical, political, and 
economic) with attention to their interrelationship, complexity, contradictions, and paradoxes.  

2.  Discuss differing definitions and scales of “community” in community development theory and 
practice.  

3.  Understand, in detail, the actors (individuals, organizations, and government) that are both 
advancing and resisting community development processes.  

4.  Understand the utility and limitations of various approaches to community development 
(including community organizing, building community capacity, advocacy and litigation, elective 
office, and service) and the distinctions between them. 

5.   Describe the utility and limitations of various strategies in community development (including 
civic participation, planning, public policy, community education, and human services) and the 
distinctions between them. 

6.  Integrate and apply the above skills to demonstrate an in-depth understanding of a particular 
community development issue of your interest.  
 

mailto:pavement@vanderbilt.edu
mailto:amie.thurber@vanderbilt.edu
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Course Expectations 

Attendance  

This class will be conducted with a focus on in-class discussions and activities. Because of this format, 

you are expected to attend all classes for the full scheduled time. Excessive tardiness will be counted as 

an absence. You can miss up to two classes throughout the semester without penalty. Your final grade 

will go down by five points for each additional class missed.  

Participation  

Through communication, ideas are formed, revised, borrowed, and developed. This course requires full 

participation (including active listening, facilitating, note-taking, and question-asking) to create an 

environment of open and shared learning. It goes without saying that laptop computers and other 

portable technologies should be used in class only as learning-facilitation tools. During class, it is not 

acceptable to play games, answer email, surf the web, answer cell phones, text message, or engage in 

other non-class-related activities.  

Academic Honesty 

In order to avoid plagiarism, your assignments must provide full citations for all references: direct 

quotes, summaries, or ideas. While you are encouraged to develop your thinking with your peers, you 

cannot use their material without citing it. Work from other courses will not be accepted in this course. 

Allowing your writing to be copied by another student is also considered cheating. Please review the 

Honor Code for complete guidelines on academic honesty: 

http://studentorgs.vanderbilt.edu/HonorCouncil/. 

Gender-Conscious Language 

Language structures thought and action. Biases in language can (and do) naturalize inequalities, and 

signify un-interrogated values. We encouraging the use of gender-conscious language in this course. For 

example, use “people” instead of “mankind” or “men,” alternate between “she” and “he” instead of 

always using “he,” or construct sentences in the plural instead of the singular so you can use “they” or 

“them” and avoid the problem altogether.    

ESL/LD Students 

Course requirements can be adjusted to serve the needs and capabilities of ESL and LD students. Please 

speak with the professor during the first two weeks of class to make arrangements. Students may be 

advised to attend additional sessions during the professor’s office hours so they can draw comparable 

value from the course. 

Grading Scale 

A =95-100,  A- =90-94, B+ =87-89,  B =84-86, B- =80-83, C+ =77-79, C =74-76, C- =70-73, D+ =67-69, D 

=64-66, D- =60-63 

http://studentorgs.vanderbilt.edu/HonorCouncil/
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Graded Assignments 

Date Description Value 

On-going Class Participation 10 % 

Weekly In-class quizzes 20 %  

April 2 Exam 25%  

 

Jan 29 

Feb 19 

Mar 19 

Apr 14-16 

Apr 23 

Community Development Case Study 

 Topic 

 Theories and context 

 Practices 

 Presentation 

 Final (Topic, theories, and practices revised and integrated 
with practice reflection) 

45%  

2.5% 
10% 
10% 
2.5% 
20% 

 

Class Participation: Being prepared for each class is essential. Excellence in class participation includes 

preparing thoroughly for class, asking thoughtful questions that demonstrate your preparation, and 

participating in group discussions and other class activities. Excellence in class participation also includes 

being respectful of other students’ input, opinions, and ideas.  

In-class Quizzes: Three short-answer questions will be posted ahead of each weeks’ readings. Of those 

questions, one will be given as a quiz at the beginning of class Tuesdays (or as indicated). Answers are 

expected to be 2-4 sentences and no more than a half page.  

Exam: The exam will be multiple choice and short answer, drawing from the quiz questions assigned 

throughout the semester.   

Community Development Case Study: The major course assignment is the independent development of 

a case study of your choosing. You will draw on class readings, outside readings and research, and 

participation in a local community development effort. This case study will have four components: topic, 

theories and context, practices, and practice reflection (see full description on OAK). The first three 

components will be due throughout the semester, and will be returned to you with comments. You will 

revise these components, integrate them with the final component, and submit your complete case 

study at the end of the term. All papers should be double-spaced, 12 pt. font.   

You will present a synopsis of your case study during the last week of class. All case study assignments 

are to be submitted on OAK using Safe Assign.  

Text: Patillo, Mary. (2007). Black on the block: The politics of race and class in the city. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press.  All other readings on OAK.
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Class Schedule: Spring 2014 

Note: Schedule subject to change. Be prepared to discuss all readings in class Tuesday, unless otherwise noted.  

Date Topic Readings Deliverable  

Jan 6  Introduction to the course, to 

students, and to the instructors. 

What is community development?  

Ferguson & Stoutland (1999). Reconceiving the community development field. 

Perkins, Crim, Silberman, & Brown (2004). Community Development as a Response to 

Community-Level Adversity  

 

Jan 8 

 

Theories of Community 

Development: 

Why community development?  

Theories of justice and power.  

Newman & Lake (2006). Democracy, bureaucracy, and difference 

Sampson (1999). What Community Supplies.  

In-class quiz 

Jan 13 

Jan 15 

 

Theories of Community 

Development: human capabilities; 

Needs, assets, and desire 

Purcell (2011). Community development and everyday life. 

Nussbaum (2001). Creating Capabilities. Ch 1-3 (1-68.) 

Tuck, E. (2009). Suspending Damage: A Letter to Communities Harvard Educational Review 

In-class quiz 

Jan 20 

Jan 22 

 

What contexts shape community 

development? Changing 

demographics, globalization, and 

neoliberalism (promise and paradox 

of community development). 

Neeley & Samura (2011) Social geographies of race: connecting race and space 

The Making of Ferguson: Public Policies at the Root of its Troubles 

Thibault, Robert E. "Between survival and revolution: Another community development 
system is possible." Antipode 39.5 (2007): 874-895. 
 
Elwood, S. 2002. Neighborhood revitalization through collaboration: assessing the 

implications of neoliberal urban policy at the grassroots Geojournl 58(2-3): 121-130. 

 

In-class quiz 

http://www.epi.org/publication/making-ferguson/
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Date Topic Readings Deliverable  

Jan 27 

Jan 29 

 

Where does community take place? 

On what scale is community 

developed? 

DeFilippis (2009) Paradoxes of Community-building: community control in the global 

economy 

Fainstein, S. S. (2000). New directions in planning theory. Urban Affairs Review, 35(4), 

451–478. 

The City of Portland (2012). The Portland Plan. P. 1-26 

In-class quiz  

Case study 

topic due Jan 

29 

Feb 3 

Feb 5 

 

Practices of Community 

Development: Broad Intro to actors, 

approaches, and strategies 

Chaskin (2001). Building Community Capacity: A Definitional Framework (Ch. 1) 

Beckwith, D. & Lopez, C. Community organizing: People & power from the grassroots. 

Retrieved from http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm 

Young (2001). Activist challenges to deliberative democracy.  

Dolan, P., Hallsworth, M., Halpern, D., King, D., Vlaev, I (2010). Mindspace: Influencing 

behaviour through public policy. Institute for Government, London, UK.  

 

In-class quiz 

Feb 10 

Feb 12 

 

Practices of Community 

Development: 

Focus: Neighborhoods 

Reece, J. (2013). Place Matters: Using Mapping to Plan for Opportunity, Equity, and 

Sustainability. 

Coates, T. (2014). The case for reparations. The Atlantic, May.  

Black on the Block: The Politics of Race and Class in the City  

Introduction  

1. 4432 Berkeley 

In-class quiz 

http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://comm-org.wisc.edu/papers97/beckwith.htm
http://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/MINDSPACE-Practical-guide-final-Web_1.pdf
http://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/MINDSPACE-Practical-guide-final-Web_1.pdf
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Date Topic Readings Deliverable  

Feb 17 

Feb 19 

 

Practices of Community 

Development: 

Focus: Housing 

Black on the Block: The Politics of Race and Class in the City  

5. The Case against Public Housing 

6. The Case for Public Housing 

Staying Put: An Anti-Gentrification Handbook (2014) 

Yuppies invade my house at dinner time 

In-class quiz  

Case Study: 

Theories and 

context Due 

Feb 19 

Feb 24 

Feb 26 

 

Practices of Community 

Development: 

Focus: Education  

 

Black on the Block: The Politics of Race and Class in the City  

4. Remedies to “Educational Malpractice” 

 

Kozol, J. The Shame of a Nation (2006). Selected readings. 

Christens, B. D., & Dolan, T. (2011). Interweaving youth development, community 

development, and social change through youth organizing. Youth & Society, 43(2), 528-

548. 

In-class quiz 

Mar 3-

5 

Spring Break 

Mar 10 

Mar 12 

 

Practices of Community 

Development: 

Focus: Economies and Work 

Cameron, Healy, and Gibson-Graham (2013). Reframing the Economy: Reframing 

Ourselves 

Rothschild (2009). Workers’ Cooperatives and Social Enterprises. 

Cayce United (2014). Working Neighborhood Assessment. 

In-class quiz  
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Date Topic Readings Deliverable  

Mar 17 

Mar 19 

 

Practices of Community 

Development: Advocacy and Public 

Policy 

Focus: Safety and Criminal Justice 

Alexander (2010). The New Jim Crow. (Chapter 2) 

Whitehill, J. M., Webster, D. W., Frattaroli, S., & Parker, E. M. (2014). Interrupting violence: 

how the CeaseFire program prevents imminent gun violence through conflict 

mediation. Journal of Urban Health, 91(1), 84-95. 

McLeod, A. M. (2012). Confronting Criminal Law's Violence: The Possibilities of Unfinished 

Alternatives. Unbound, 8, 109-180. 

Herbert. (2005). The Trapdoor of Community. 

 

In-class quiz  

 

Case Study 

Practices: 

Due March 

19 

 

 

Mar 24 

Mar 26 

 

Practices of Community 

Development: Community 

Organizing and civic participation 

Focus: Immigration 

Alinsky (1971). Rules for Radicals. The purpose 3-23, tactics 126- 164.  

Progressive Community Organizing (selected readings) 

Personal Reflections from CCC 

Pine, Adam M. "The performativity of urban citizenship." Environment and planning. A 
42.5 (2010): 1103. 
 
DeFilippis, J., & Faust, B. (2014). Immigration and community development in New York 

City. Urban Geography, (ahead-of-print), 1-19. 

In-class quiz  
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Date Topic Readings Deliverable  

Mar 31 

Apr 2 

 

 

Practices of Community 

Development: 

Focus: Health and Food 

Braunstein, S., & Lavizzo-Mourey, R. (2011). How the health and community development 

sectors are combining forces to improve health and well-being. Health Affairs, 30(11), 

2042-2051. 

Ramirez (2014). The Elusive Inclusive: Black Food Geographies and Racialized Food Spaces 

Drake, Luke. "Governmentality in urban food production? Following “community” from 
intentions to outcomes." Urban Geography 35.2 (2014): 177-196. 
 

In-class quiz  

 

Exam April 2 

April 7 

April 9 

 

Practices of Community 

Development: 

Focus: Environment  

Marks, N et al (2009) The (un)Happy Planet Index: An index of human wellbeing and 

environmental impact. http://www.happyplanetindex.org/. 

Roseland, M (2012) The context for sustainable communities in Mark Roseland ‗Toward 

Sustainable Communities‘ Gabriola Island. New Society Publishers. Pp3-19 

Campbell, S (1996). Green Cities, Growing Cities, Just Cities? Urban Planning and the 

Contradictions of Sustainable Development. In Readings in Planning Theory. Malden, MA, 

Blackwell Publishing, pp. 435-458. 

Sustainable Measures (familiarize yourself with online resource)  

In-class quiz  

April 

14 - 16 

Case Study Presentations  Presentations of Case Studies 

April 

23  

Case Study Final Paper Due by 5:00 P.M. 

 

 

http://www.happyplanetindex.org/
http://www.sustainablemeasures.com/

