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The right to the city is far more than the individual liberty to access urban resources: It is a 
right to change ourselves by changing the city. It is, moreover, a common rather than 
individual right since this transformation inevitably depends upon the exercise of a collective 
power to reshape processes of urbanization.  

-The Right To The City, David Harvey  
 
 

Course Description 
This course examines the production of urban space (processes of urbanization), the ways 
that different groups experience the city, and how both of these are articulated with issues of 
social justice. Central to this task is developing an understanding of how space and place are 
dynamically constituted by, and affect, spatial (political-economic and cultural) projects of 
different coalitions of actors that are comprised of globally ‘stretched out social relations’ 
(Doreen Massey). In addition to developing theoretical approaches to the city, the course 
will provide multiple opportunities for application of the material by examining the 
significance of different places in Nashville for issues of social and environmental justice. In 
addition, the course focuses on the production of urban space from multiple theoretical 
perspectives that highlight issues of environment. That is, how are human and non-human 
features of cities actors in the production of space affecting people’s everyday lives? For 
example, we will cover work in political ecology that stresses the need to analytically 
challenge the human false binary of human-environment. In other words, we, as people, are 
conceived from this perspective, as deeply intertwined in every aspect. 
 

Course Objectives  
1.    Develop an understanding of multiple theoretical perspectives on the city (and some 

perspectives that are broader but applied to understand the urban); 
     

2.    Define, in multiple ways, the processes that constitute the city, its production, and 
the ways in which social (in)justices are reproduced (i.e., urban (re)development and 
neighborhood change in all of its complexity, contradictions, and paradoxes);  
 

3.    Understand, in detail, the actors (state, market, society sectors) and 
ideological/theoretical perspectives that are both driving and resisting these 
processes;  

 
4.    Understand the impact that urban public policy has had on cities throughout the 

twentieth and twenty-first centuries, and how these are connected to issues of social 
(in)justice;  
 



5.    Develop an understanding of how environmental conditions in cities are produced, 
experienced, and, thus, central to our understanding of social (in)justice; and, 
 

6.    Consider the role of imagination in thinking through and enacting different urban 
futures. 

 
Course Expectations 

Attendance  

This class will be conducted with a focus on in-class discussions and activities. Because of 
this format, you are expected to attend all classes for the full scheduled time.  

Reading: Complete all readings (and other assignments) prior to the class meeting for which 
they are scheduled. You must bring your book or copies of the readings to each class. See 
the course outline below for details on weekly readings. 

Participation  

Through communication, ideas are formed, revised, borrowed, and developed. It is through 
argument, description, explanation, and improvisation – within a community – that 
individual learning flourishes. This course requires full participation (including active 
listening, facilitating, note-taking, and question-asking) to create an environment of open and 
shared learning. It goes without saying that laptop computers and other portable 
technologies should be used in class only as learning-facilitation tools.  

Academic Honesty 

Please review the Honor Code for complete guidelines on academic honesty: 
http://studentorgs.vanderbilt.edu/HonorCouncil/. 

Gender-Fair Language 

Language structures thought and action. Biases in language can (and do) naturalize 
inequalities.  Imprecise language also signifies un-interrogated values and sloppy thinking. 
For all of these reasons, the use of gender-fair language is expected in this course. For 
example, do not use words like “mankind” or “men” when referring to people in general; 
alternate between “she” and “he” instead of always using “he,” or construct sentences in the 
plural instead of the singular so you can use “they” or “them” and avoid the problem 
altogether.    

ESL/LD Students 

Course requirements can be adjusted to serve the needs and capabilities of ESL and LD 
students. Please speak with the professor during the first two weeks of class to make 
arrangements. Students may be advised to attend additional sessions during the professor’s 
office hours so they can draw comparable value from the course. 

 
Course Assignments 

 
This course is designed to engage in active learning through opportunities to apply the 
theoretical perspectives we read about in class. With that in mind we will be doing research 
into different areas/sites in Nashville in order to make the readings come alive. This will take 

http://studentorgs.vanderbilt.edu/HonorCouncil/


two forms: 1) Creating bi-weekly presentations on selected articles/chapters for which you 
will find applied examples from the popular/public media; and, 2) Choosing a topic of your 
own interest (could be related to your thesis, final project or dissertation if that is relevant) 
you will produce some type of final product which could take any form that makes sense for 
each individual student (with my permission). This could also take the form of creating 
entries for the People’s Guide To Nashville if one wants to make that their final product.i There 
are no exams or term papers for the class as I expect that everyone will want to engage the 
course material.  
 
Bi-Weekly Presentations & Article Reviews: For each week of the course we will be assigned 
a set of readings. Each student will choose one reading that they will take a lead on 
presenting (beginning the class discussion), and find popular/public media pieces to bring 
life to the more conceptual articles we will read. I imagine that with the number of students 
in the course this will be bi-weekly, so it is not something you will have to do every week. 
Basically you will choose a reading, write a charitable criticismii, and then present to the class. 
These will serve to start the class discussion. Before class begins please read Charitable 
Criticism by Melissa Snarr (see endnote in this document). This will help guide our 
conversations of the readings. You should choose one article every other week and write 
about it using this framework. These need to be emailed to me at pavement@vanderbilt.edu 
the night before class meets (by 6PM). 
 
Final Product: As opposed to writing a straight up term paper that might just sit on the shelf, 
each student will identify a final product they want to create to demonstrate some mastery of 
material from our class readings. If you are already working on a project, paper, thesis, 
dissertation proposal, or dissertation, this will be an opportunity to enhance what you are 
already doing. Of course, if a literature review essay is what you want to write that will be 
fine. My hope is that we will focus on different communication styles to make this 
assignment as imaginative as possible. 
 

Weekly Schedule 
 
We will choose readings from the articles and books listed below, so the list below is only a 
placeholder and we will not be reading everything. 
 
Most of the weekly sessions will include a member of the broader community who will come 
to class in order to share their experience addressing issues we read about for class. This will 
provide an applied component for us with which to link the readings and bring them to life. 
In addition, most every week we will have readings that not only cover the U.S. context but 
also provide international examples to demonstrate how the topics we cover affect people 
around the world. 
 
Listed below are the readings. For each week we will have about 75 pages of reading, but we 
may choose to cut some readings to make sure the workload is doable and not 
overwhelming.  
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Week 1: What is urban social justice? 
 
Harvey, D. (2012). The Right to the City, pps. 3-26 in, Rebel cities: from the right to the city to the 
urban revolution. Verso Books. 
 
Fincher, R., & Iveson, K. (2012). Justice and Injustice in the City. Geographical Research, 50(3), 
231-241. 
 
Fainstein, S. S. (2010). Justice and Urban Transformation: Planning in Context, pps. 57-86 
in, The just city. Cornell University Press. 
 
Dikeç, M. (2002). Police, politics, and the right to the city. GeoJournal, 58(2-3), 91-98. 
 
Darcy, M., & Rogers, D. (2014). Inhabitance, place-making and the right to the city: public 
housing redevelopment in Sydney. International Journal of Housing Policy, 14(3), 236-256. 
 
Young, I. M. (2001). Equality of whom? Social groups and judgments of injustice. Journal of 
Political Philosophy, 9(1), 1-18. 
 
David Harvey – The Neoliberal City. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfd5kHb-Hc8 
 
Fraser, J. (2013). Waging War On Ourselves: Cities As Exteriority (presentation) 
 
 
Week 2: The Urban, Nashville, & The People’s Guide 
 
Zinn, H., (2003). “Columbus, the Indians, and Human Progress,” “The coming revolt of the 
guards,” “The Empire and the people,” A People’s History of the United States: 1492-Present, 
HarperCollins Publishers. 
 
Houston, B. (2006).  The Nashville Way: A Southern City Confronts Racial Change, 1945--1975. 
(Selected Chapter). 
 
Winders, J. (2008). Nashville’s new ‘Sonido’: Latino migration and the changing politics of 
race. New faces in new places: The changing geography of American immigration, 249-73. 
 
Winders, J. (2006). ‘New Americans’ in a ‘New-South’city? Immigrant and refugee politics in 
the Music City. Social & Cultural Geography, 7(3), 421-435 
 
Thurber, A., & Fraser, J. (2015). Disrupting the order of things: Public housing tenant 
organizing for material, political and epistemological justice. Cities.  
 
Kreyling, C. (2014) Nashville Past and Present. Nashville Civic Design Center. 
 
Optional: Fraser, J. Williams, L. and Thurber, A. 2015. A People’s Guide to Nashville (proposal). 
Also, see web site at https://my.vanderbilt.edu/peoplesguidenashville/.  
 
Nashville worker’s Dignity - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCNg9FnbYGQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfd5kHb-Hc8
https://my.vanderbilt.edu/peoplesguidenashville/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCNg9FnbYGQ


Fraser, J. (2015). Governance and the Post-Political (presentation) 
 
 
Week 3: The Production of Segregated Urban Space During the Twentieth Century 
 
Gotham, K. F. (2002). Race, real estate, and uneven development: The Kansas City experience, 1900-
2000. SUNY Press. (Selected Chapter) 
 
Jackson, M. I. (2008). Model city blues: Urban space and organized resistance in New Haven. Temple 
University Press. (Selected Chapter) 
 
Solnit, R., & Schwartzenberg, S. (2002). Hollow city: The siege of San Francisco and the crisis of 
American urbanism. Verso. (Selected Chapter) 
 
Mohl, R. A. (2014). Citizen Activism and Freeway Revolts in Memphis and Nashville The 
Road to Litigation. Journal of Urban History, 40(5), 870-893. 
 
Zipp, S. (2012). The Roots and Routes of Urban Renewal. Journal of Urban History, 
0096144212467306. 
 
The Tragedy of Urban Renewal: The Destruction and Renewal of a New York City 
Neighborhood. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWGwsA1V2r4 
 
Fraser, J. (2009). Purity and the City: Postcolonial Considerations (presentation) 
 
 
Week 4: Public Space & The City 
 
Liggett, H. (2003). Urban, pps. 1-35 in, Urban encounters. U of Minnesota Press. 
 
Mitchell, D. (2003). The Annihilation of Space by Law: Anti-Homeless Laws and the 
Shrinking Landscape of Rights in, pps. 161-194 in, The right to the city: Social justice and the fight 
for public space. Guilford Press. 
 
Low, S., & Smith, N. (Eds.). (2013). Geography of Fear: Crime and the Transformation of 
Public Space in Post-Apartheid South Africa, Dawon, A., pps. 123-142 in, The politics of public 
space. Routledge. 
 
Rosenbereger, R. (2014). How to Drive the Homeless People Away. The Atlantic. 
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/06/how-cities-use-design-to-drive-
homeless-people-away/373067/. 
 
Tonnelat, S. (2010). The Sociology of Public Spaces, in Wang H, Savy, M., and M. Zhai 
Guofang (eds.), Territorial Evolution and Planning Solution: Experiences from China and France, 
Paris. Atlantis Press. 
 
Kohn, M. (2004). Three Rationales for the Provision of Public Goods, pps.147-160 in, Brave 
new neighborhoods: The privatization of public space. Psychology Press.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWGwsA1V2r4
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/06/how-cities-use-design-to-drive-homeless-people-away/373067/
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/06/how-cities-use-design-to-drive-homeless-people-away/373067/


Project For Public Spaces - http://www.pps.org/ 
 
Nashville Civic Design Center. (2013). Reclaiming Public Space in Downtown Nashville.   
 
Burden, A. (2014). How public spaces make cities work. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/amanda_burden_how_public_spaces_make_cities_work?langua
ge=en 
 
Tent City U.S.A. - http://www.oprah.com/own-doc-club/Tent-City-USA-Trailer_1 
 
Fraser, J. (2011). Urban Pioneers and Other Fictions (presentation) 
 
 
Week 5: City Planning and the Production of Space   
 
Appadurai, A. (1996). The production of locality, pps. 178-200, in Modernity al large: cultural 
dimensions of globalization (Vol. 1). U of Minnesota Press. 
 
Swyngedouw, E. (2005). Governance innovation and the citizen: the Janus face of 
governance-beyond-the-state. Urban studies, 42(11), 1991-2006. 
 
Hackworth, J. (2007). The neoliberal city: Governance, ideology, and development in American urbanism. 
Cornell University Press. (selected chapter). 
 
Gunder, M., & Hillier, J. (2007). Problematising responsibility in planning theory and 
practice: On seeing the middle of the string?. Progress in Planning, 68(2), 57-96. 
 
Newman, K., & Ashton, P. (2004). Neoliberal urban policy and new paths of neighborhood 
change in the American inner city. ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING A., 36, 1151-
1172. 
 
MacLeod, G. (2011). Urban Politics Reconsidered Growth Machine to Post-democratic 
City?. Urban Studies, 48(12), 2629-2660. 
 
MacLeod, G., & Jones, M. (2011). Renewing urban politics. Urban Studies, 48(12), 2443-2472. 
 
Raco, M., & Imrie, R. (2000). Governmentality and rights and responsibilities in urban 
policy. Environment and Planning A, 32(12), 2187-2204. 
 
Gunder, M. (2010). Planning as the ideology of (neoliberal) space. Planning Theory, 9(4), 298-
314. 
 
Rosol, M. (2015). Governing cities through participation—a Foucauldian analysis of CityPlan 
Vancouver. Urban Geography, 36(2). 

White, J. (1970). Nashville’s Model Cities Program: An Unborn Partnership. Race Relations 
Information Center. 

http://www.pps.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/amanda_burden_how_public_spaces_make_cities_work?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/amanda_burden_how_public_spaces_make_cities_work?language=en
http://www.oprah.com/own-doc-club/Tent-City-USA-Trailer_1


1950s Urban Renewal: The Dynamic American City (1956)- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PydFzWfkdOw 

Fraser, J. (2015). Renewing The White City (presentation) 
 
 
Week 6: Community Development and the City 
 
Schofield, B. (2002). Partners in power: Governing the self-sustaining community. Sociology, 
36(3), 663-683. 
 
Herbert, S. (2005). The trapdoor of community. Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers, 95(4), 850-865. 
 
Weber, R. (2002). Extracting value from the city: neoliberalism and urban redevelopment. 
Antipode, 34(3), 519-540. 
 
Newman, K., & Lake, R. W. (2006). Democracy, bureaucracy and difference in US 
community development politics since 1968. Progress in Human Geography, 30(1), 44-61. 
 
Crow, G., & Mah, A. (2011). Conceptualisations and Meanings of\'Community\': the theory 
and operationalization of a contested concept. 
 
Black Panthers Revisited - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGZpDt6OYnI 
 
The War On Poverty - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgsVrIXkix4 
 
Fraser, J. (2010). Governmentality and the City (presentation) 
 
 
Week 7: Environmental Justice and the City 
 
Stanley, A. (2009). Just space or spatial justice? Difference, discourse, and environmental 
justice. Local Environment, 14(10), 999-1014. 
 
 
Week 8: Food Justice and the City I 
 
Miewald, C., & McCann, E. (2014). Foodscapes and the geographies of poverty: sustenance, 
strategy, and politics in an urban neighborhood. Antipode, 46(2), 537-556. 
 
Alkon, A. H., & Agyeman, J. (2011). Cultivating food justice: race, class, and sustainability. MIT 
Press. 
 
Wekerle, G. R. (2004). Food justice movements policy, planning, and networks. Journal of 
Planning Education and Research, 23(4), 378-386. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PydFzWfkdOw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qGZpDt6OYnI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgsVrIXkix4


Born, B., & Purcell, M. (2006). Avoiding the local trap scale and food systems in planning 
research. Journal of Planning Education and Research, 26(2), 195-207. 
 
Heynen, N., Kurtz, H. E., & Trauger, A. (2012). Food justice, hunger and the city. Geography 
Compass, 6(5), 304-311. 
 
Battersby, J. (2012). Beyond the food desert: Finding ways to speak about urban food 
security in South Africa. Geografiska Annaler: Series B, Human Geography, 94(2), 141-159. 
 
Short, A., Guthman, J., & Raskin, S. (2007). Food deserts, oases, or mirages? Small markets 
and community food security in the San Francisco Bay Area. Journal of Planning Education and 
Research, 26(3), 352-364. 
 
The Garden - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmEPigRmTXQ 
 
 
Week 9: Food Justice and the City II 
 
Morgan, K. (2015). Nourishing the city: The rise of the urban food question in the Global 
North. Urban Studies, 52(8), 1379-1394. 
 
DeLind, L. B. (2011). Are local food and the local food movement taking us where we want 
to go? Or are we hitching our wagons to the wrong stars?. Agriculture and Human Values, 
28(2), 273-283. 
 
Metcalf, S. S., & Widener, M. J. (2011). Growing Buffalo’s capacity for local food: A systems 
framework for sustainable agriculture. Applied Geography, 31(4), 1242-1251. 
 
Ghose, R., & Pettygrove, M. (2014). Actors and networks in urban community garden 
development. Geoforum, 53, 93-103. 
 
McClintock, N. (2010). Why farm the city? Theorizing urban agriculture through a lens of 
metabolic rift. Cambridge Journal of regions, economy and society, rsq005. 
 
The Meatrix  - http://www.themeatrix.com/ 
 
 
Week 10: Housing, Poverty and the City 
 
Plaskow, J. (2008). Embodiment, Elimination, and the Role of Toilets in Struggles for Social 
Justice. CrossCurrents, 58(1), 51-64. 
 
Dikeç, M. (2011). Badlands of the republic: space, politics and urban policy (Vol. 78). John Wiley & 
Sons. (selected chapter). 
 
Davidson, M., & Martin, D. (Eds.). (2013). The Neighborhood As A Place For (Urban) 
Politics, pps. 24-41 in, Urban Politics: Critical Approaches. Sage. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmEPigRmTXQ
http://www.themeatrix.com/


Fraser, J., Oakley, D., & Bazuin, J. (2012). Public ownership and private profit in housing. 
Cambridge Journal of Regions, Economy and Society, 5(3), 397-412. 
 
Fraser, J. (2015). Public Housing, Modernity and the Culture of Possessive Individualism 
(presentation in class). 
 
The Pruitt-Igoe Myth - http://www.pruitt-igoe.com/ 
 
Metropolitan Development and Housing Agency. (2014). Envision Cayce: Master Plan For 
Revitalization of Cayce Place.  
 
Fraser, J. (2014). Property, Personhood, and Poverty (presentation)  
 
 
Week 11: The Promise of Social Integration and Mixed-Income Housing 
 
Lees, L. (2008). Gentrification and social mixing: towards an inclusive urban renaissance?. 
Urban Studies, 45(12), 2449-2470. 
 
DeFilippis, J., & Fraser, J. (2010). Why do we want mixed-income housing and 
neighborhoods?. Critical urban studies: New directions, 135-147. 
 
Kipfer, S., & Petrunia, J. (2009). " Recolonization" and Public Housing: A Toronto Case 
Study. Studies in Political Economy, 83. 
 
Fraser, J., Chaskin, R., and J. Bazuin. (2013). Making Mixed-Income Neighborhoods Work 
For Low-Income Households. Cityscape, 15(2): 83-100. 
 
Bernt, M., & Holm, A. (2009). Is it, or is not? The conceptualisation of gentrification and 
displacement and its political implications in the case of Berlin‐Prenzlauer Berg. City, 13(2-3), 
312-324. 
 
Soytemel, E. (2014). “Belonging” in the gentrified Golden Horn/Halic neighbourhoods of 
Istanbul. Urban Geography. 
 
When mixed-income housing replaces low-income housing - 
http://www.msnbc.com/melissa-harris-perry/watch/when-mixed-income-housing-moves-
in-442622019509 
 
Nashville’s Cayce Place Turning Into Mixed-Income Housing - 
http://wkrn.com/2015/06/25/602m-project-begins-to-turn-cayce-place-into-mixed-
income-community/ 
 
Rendering of Cayce Envision Cayce - http://www.tennessean.com/picture-
gallery/news/local/davidson%20/2015/06/25/renderings-of-envision-cayce-602m-
redevelopment-of-cayce-homes/29263801/ 
 

http://www.pruitt-igoe.com/
http://www.msnbc.com/melissa-harris-perry/watch/when-mixed-income-housing-moves-in-442622019509
http://www.msnbc.com/melissa-harris-perry/watch/when-mixed-income-housing-moves-in-442622019509
http://wkrn.com/2015/06/25/602m-project-begins-to-turn-cayce-place-into-mixed-income-community/
http://wkrn.com/2015/06/25/602m-project-begins-to-turn-cayce-place-into-mixed-income-community/
http://www.tennessean.com/picture-gallery/news/local/davidson /2015/06/25/renderings-of-envision-cayce-602m-redevelopment-of-cayce-homes/29263801/
http://www.tennessean.com/picture-gallery/news/local/davidson /2015/06/25/renderings-of-envision-cayce-602m-redevelopment-of-cayce-homes/29263801/
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Historic art deco building in downtown Nashville sold, Tenants forced to move - 
http://wkrn.com/2015/05/03/historic-art-deco-building-in-downtown-nashville-sold-
tenants-forced-to-move/ 
 
Fraser, J. (2015). Difference and the Western Mind (presentation) 
 
 
Week 12: Urban Development and Gentrification I 
 
Slater, T. (2011). Gentrification of the City. The New Blackwell Companion to the City, 571-585. 
 
Blomley, N. (2008). Enclosure, common right and the property of the poor. Social & Legal 
Studies, 17(3), 311-331. 
 
Davidson, M. (2009). Displacement, space and dwelling: Placing gentrification debate. Ethics 
Place and Environment (Ethics, Place & Environment (Merged with Philosophy and Geography)), 12(2), 
219-234. 
 
Weinstein, H. (2015). Fighting for a Place to Call Home: Litigation Strategies for Challenging 
Gentrification. UCLA L. Rev., 62, 794. 
 
Ghertner, D. A. (2014). India’s urban revolution: geographies of displacement beyond  
gentrification. Environment and Planning A, 46(7), 1554-1571. 
 
Smith, N. (2002). New globalism, new urbanism: gentrification as global urban strategy. 
Antipode, 34(3), 427-450. 
 
White, Abby. (2015). Everybody knows Nashville is hurting for affordable housing: What are 
we gonna do about it. The Nashville Scene, pps. 15-16.  
 
Nashville Gentrification Maps and Data. (2015). Governing the States and Localities.  
http://www.governing.com/gov-data/nashville-gentrification-maps-demographic-data.html 
 
Flag Wars - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWBLFFf0s28 
 
The Domino Effect - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFfUictYh6s 
 
The Student’s Guide To Gentrification - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AC4n-
dYOS8g 
 
Fraser, J. (2014). The Antimonies of Gentrification (presentation) 
 
 
Week 13: Urban Development and Gentrification II 
 
Blomley, N. K. (2004). Property and the Landscape of Gentrification, pps. 29-74 in, 
Unsettling the city: Urban land and the politics of property. Psychology Press. (Selected Chapter). 
 

http://wkrn.com/2015/05/03/historic-art-deco-building-in-downtown-nashville-sold-tenants-forced-to-move/
http://wkrn.com/2015/05/03/historic-art-deco-building-in-downtown-nashville-sold-tenants-forced-to-move/
http://www.governing.com/gov-data/nashville-gentrification-maps-demographic-data.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWBLFFf0s28
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFfUictYh6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AC4n-dYOS8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AC4n-dYOS8g


Butler, J., & Athanasiou, A. (2013). Aporetic dispossession, or the trouble with 
dispossession, pps. 1-9 in, Dispossession: The performative in the political. John Wiley & Sons. 
 
Butler, J., & Athanasiou, A. (2013). The logic of dispossession and the matter of the human 
(after the critique of metaphysics of substance), pps. 10-37 in, , Dispossession: The performative in 
the political. John Wiley & Sons. 
 
Walks, R. A., & Maaranen, R. (2008). Gentrification, social mix, and social polarization: 
Testing the linkages in large Canadian cities. Urban Geography, 29(4), 293-326. 
 
Chocolate City - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1NkfATQvj4 
 
Nashville Next Community Conversation: Affordable Housing and Gentrification - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IC3CR4VB30M 
 
MART 125 - https://vimeo.com/16947073 
 
Fraser, J. (2014). Place and Displacement: The experience of dispossession (presentation) 
 
 
Week 14: City Planning and the Production of Vibrant Cities 
 
Evans, G. (2009). Creative cities, creative spaces and urban policy. Urban studies, 46(5-6), 
1003-1040. 
 
Inch, A. (2014). Ordinary citizens and the political cultures of planning: In search of the 
subject of a new democratic ethos. Planning Theory, 1473095214536172. 
 
Hou. (2010). Insurgent Public Space: guerrilla urbanism and the remaking of contemporary cities. 
Routledge. (Selected Chapter) 
 
Jupp, E. (2008). The feeling of participation: Everyday spaces and urban change. Geoforum, 
39(1), 331-343. 
 
Davis, D. E., & Hatuka, T. (2011). The right to vision: A new planning praxis for conflict 
cities. Journal of Planning Education and Research, 0739456X11404240. 
 
The City - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sic-Q_weok 
 
Fraser, J. (2015). The Trouble of Subjectivity and Urban Spaces (presentation) 
 
 
Week 15: Imagining The Just City 
 
Harvey, D. (2001). City and Justice: social movements in the city, pps. 188-207 in, Spaces of 
Capital: toward a critical geography. Routledge. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1NkfATQvj4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IC3CR4VB30M
https://vimeo.com/16947073
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sic-Q_weok


Pow, C. P. (2014). Urban dystopia and epistemologies of hope. Progress in Human Geography, 
0309132514544805. 
 
Pinder, D. (2002). In defence of utopian urbanism: imagining cities after the ‘end of utopia’. 
Geografiska Annaler: Series B, Human Geography, 84(3‐4), 229-241. 
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i	People’s Guide To Nashville: This guide will serve as an educational tool about Nashville’s 
cultural, political, economic and social justice movements, with entries submitted by people 
who have lived through and led these efforts. Our class will produce entries for the guide in 
partnership with different community leaders and everyday people. While some entries 
might be based more on archival work that is then corroborated by people around the city, 
other entries will be interview-based. In each case we will be working collaboratively with the 
broader community of people in Nashville to learn about sites of social justice.  
	
ii	Charitable Criticism      
A charitable read of a text mirrors the generosity, respect, and rigorous criticism that is, I 
believe, necessary for social ethics and public discourse. This process treats the text as a 
colleague in the room with whom we engage with dignity and accountability. I hope 
intentionally engaging texts will also help us engage one another constructively and 
generatively. 
 



																																																																																																																																																																					
Here’s one way to think through the process that moves from apprehension to appreciation 
to internal criticism and finally external criticism. 
 
I. Apprehension  
 

A. What are the author’s goals? Who are her target audiences and how does that 
impact the form and content of her argument? 

B. What is the dominant claim, a thesis that encapsulates the argument? How is it 
supported by other claims, with what forms of evidence/reasoning? 

C. What are the other major claims of her argument and how does she support 
them? [Focus here on the supporting walls of her house, the dominant melodies 
of her song, i.e. the essential pieces of her argument.] 

II. Appreciation 
 

A. What are the most creative, compelling, and/or effective of the major claims of 
the author? Why (e.g. use of certain authoritative sources, quality of narrative, 
social science focus, historical analysis, etc.)? 

B. What makes you think more deeply in this text or illumines reality in helpful or 
provocative ways? Why? 

III. Internal Criticism 
 

A. Which of her major claims are least effective? 
B. Why are they not effective? E.g. problems in logic, historical or social scientific 

accuracy, inconsistent method, etc. 
C. Does the weakness of one or more of the claims undo the overall argument? 

[Jenga piece] 
IV. External Criticism 
 

A. What’s left out of this argument that needs to be there?  
B. Why is it left out? E.g. assumptions in methodology, epistemology, theology, 

audience, word limit (should it displace another argument?), etc. 
C. Who or what would help her see these other dimensions necessary to the 

argument? E.g. additional theoretical, theological, social-scientific tools, etc. 
	


